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prophecy, but he gave me his deliberate opinion that the war would
end by the defeat of Germany in the summer of 1917. He said it
could have been ended by this time if Kitchener had declared for
universal service at the outset, and if a close blockade had been made.
He cited the case of the Southerners in America who continued the
war for eighteen months after all intercourse and supplies of money
had been cut off. He did not deny that there might be surprises, but
that was his deliberate opinion. He stayed with me for one and a
half hours and ended by offering his services to me in any way I
chose to ask for. Incidentally he said if America had joined the Allies
at the outset after the Belgian atrocities the whole nation would have
backed the President. He thinks that a diplomatic rupture might
take place now, but that this would not involve the United States in
the war.
He said that when he was in the Berlin Embassy in 1912 his house
was searched for papers more than once. He was so certain of this
that he used to leave dummies about. Several times he found a police
officer in his house when he came home, but always with some valid
excuse of having brought a letter, or something of the kind.
Gerard, the United States Ambassador, saw Zimmermann, the
Foreign Under-secretary, a few weeks ago. As Gerard would not give
way on some point, Zimmermann said significantly: " Your Govern-
ment should take care, Mr. Gerard. There are two hundred thousand
Germans of military age in the United States." Gerard replied im-
mediately : " Why, yes, and we have two hundred thousand lamp-
posts to hang them to."
Apr. 20. I saw Captain Hall. He had seen the terms of the American
Note and thought it so strong that the Germans would deckre war
on the U.S.A. He said that Gaunt, naval attache in Washington,*
had been allowed to see Gerard's letters from Berlin. Gerard described
the state of Germany as desperate. There was a shortage of every-
thing in the way of fat, butter, and so on, but the Government was
trying to coddle the towns and let the country people starve. Riots
were constantly breaking out, some of them serious.
An American who was withdrawing his balance from the Deutscher
* Now Admiral Sir Guy Gaunt.